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which I think can properly pass but for one of the "some."
And, though I dare not pretend to guess the author's mean-
ing i yet the expression allows such a latitude, that I would
venture to hold a wager, most readers, both Whig and Tory,
have agreed with me, that this plural number must, in all
probability, among other facts, take in the business of Gregg.1

See now the difference of styles. Had I been to have
told my thoughts on this occasion; instead of saying how
Mr. H[arle]y was "treated by some persons," and "pre-
served from some unparalleled attempts"; I should with
intolerable bluntness and ill manners, have told a formal
story, of a com [mitt] ee2 sent to a condemned criminal in
Newgate, to bribe him with a pardon, on condition he
would swear high treason against his master, who discovered
his correspondence, and secured his person, when a certain
grave politician had given him warning to make his escape :
and by this means I should have drawn a whole swarm of
hedge-writers to exhaust their catalogue of scurrilities against
me as a liar, and a slanderer. But with submission to the
author of that forementioned paper, I think he has carried
that expression to the utmost it will bear: for after all this
noise, I know of but two "attempts" against Mr. H[arle]y,
that can really be called "unparalleled," which are those
aforesaid of Gregg and Guiscard; and as to the rest, I will
engage to parallel them from the story of Catiline, and
others I could produce.

However, I cannot but observe, with infinite pleasure,
that a great part of what I have charged upon the late pre-
vailing faction, and for affirming which, I have been adorned
with so many decent epithets, hath been sufficiently con-
firmed at several times, by the resolutions of one or the

1                                       See No. 33, ante, pp. 207-14.   [T. S.]

2                                   The writer of " A Letter to the Seven Lords " says this means
'(that there was a committee of seven lords, sent to a condemned criminal
in Newgate, to bribe him with a pardon, on condition he would swear
high treason, against his master."

In Hoffman's " Secret Transactions" (pp. 14, 15) the matter is thus
referred to: " Who those persons were that offered Gregg his life, with
great preferments and advantages (if he would but accuse his master)
may not uneasily be guessed at, for most of the time he was locked up
none but people of note, were permitted to come near him, who made
him strange promises, and often repeated them." [T. S.]